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revolutions and dozens of times my life hung
on a thread. Ought I not now to subordinate
myself to the Union's interests ? Or am I to
stand by Trotsky and spread and consolidate
his false doctrines ? But then my name will
become a banner for those who are still in the
ranks of counter-revolution. The others, Defection
whether they withdrew their support from
Trotsky honestly or dishonestly, at any rate
will not follow the flag of the counter-
revolution. Am I, then, to stand out as such
a paragon of virtue ? ' This was the turning-
point for me, and I said to myself: ' Right,
now I will proceed to spread the entire truth/ '*
Radek's declarations on the same subject,
although more varied in form, said in effect
the same thing. Both men's explanations, quite
apart from the trial, seem to me to be psycho-
logically interesting. They are an example of
how far men will accompany one in whose
superior leadership, genius, and doctrines they
believe, and at what point they will leave him.
The rash and desperate measures to which a
Trotsky was resolved to resort after his funda-
mental ideas had proved to be false were bound
to scare his lesser partisans. They began to see